
Advent 2 - C - 3 
Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6 

 Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low.  The winding 

roads shall be made straight,  and the rough ways made smooth.  You may say “when is this 

going to happen”?  How can we, as we heard today, take off [our] robe of mourning and misery; 

put on the splendor of glory from God forever?  The readings this weekend are hopeful - hopeful 

as St. Paul prays that [our] love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind 

of perception, to discern what is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless.  But, in order 

to experience a dropping of barriers to peace, in order to experience a loss of mourning and 

misery, in order to increase in knowledge and perception we must first listen to the Lord. 

 This listening is what the quiet of Advent calls us to.  Yet, this time of year there is a lot 

of noise.  The noise of people rushing around in stores and parties, the noise of political 

commentary played at a shrill volume, the noise of advertisers screaming at us to buy their 

products.  We often listen to what they say, we’re attentive to the ideologies, we hear the reasons 

to distrust another group, we wonder as it is explained how your loved ones will love you all the 

more if you get them a certain item.  Bah humbug! If I can steal a line from a Christmas classic. 

 God calls us to a quiet at this time of year, not to a lot of noise.  God calls us to let the 

sounds of division and hatred, of fear, of quarreling, of marketing - all fade into the background.  

It is possible for us to pay attention to another - and more quiet - voice.  Have you ever lost a 

child in a store, or been the lost child in a store?  There may be a lot of noise going on, there may 

be a lot of voices and blasting Christmas carols - but … somehow we can tune in our ears to hear 

the voice of that one person that we have lost in the crowd.  All the of the noise in the store 

become background so that one voice of the lost child, that one voice of the loving parent can be 

heard. 

 God’s voice is also coming through amid all the other voices and noises in our life.  Like 

the voice of John the Baptist calling out from the far expanses of the desert - God is calling out to 

us.  Just like the child who is so focused on the shiny and exciting things in the store that they 

don’t even know that they are lost - so it is with us.  In our distraction amid all the other sights 

and sounds of the world we can become lost without even knowing it.  The child hearing the 

parent’s voice suddenly becomes aware that they are lost, and calls out to be found.  This is the 



call and response Jesus is looking for.  It is a voice calling out to both wake us to the fact that we 

are lost, and then to guide us back to safety and a loving embrace. 

 So how do we hear this voice?  First, we have to put ourselves in the mindset to hear.  We 

have to desire to hear, we have to pray to God asking to hear.  We have to recognize that we may 

be more lost than we think we are, we have to accept that we may be more separated from God 

than we realize.  Dropping barriers of pride and self-assurance we are able to say “Lord speak to 

me.  Make me attentive to what you are saying.”   This is an attitude of listening not just to the 

words, but listening in the depth of your heart  - searching for a deeper personal message the 

Lord is trying to communicate to you.  Second, we have to place ourself in situations where God 

can communicate.  Beginning by carving out some space of silence for the Lord (this can be at 

Mass, and another time in Church, 10 minutes of silence in a special place, putting aside time for 

study of spiritual things).  In this silence, engage the Scriptures, fully listen to the words of the 

homily and the prayers at Mass.  Take time for reflection on what you are reading in spiritual 

reading, what you hear in Scripture, what others may have said to you.  Consider what the Lord 

amy be trying to communicate, the call to wake from sleep and follow. The final step is to put 

into practice what you hear - trusting that the Lord would not lead you astray. 

 Now it is important to remember that not everything we think we hear is actually God 

speaking.  In the store the parent many mistake the back of another child’s head for their child, 

the child may go to a place they expect the parent would want them to go and it is not the right 

place.  We must also, quoting St. Paul again: discern what is of value.  Learning the teaching of 

the Church that Jesus left to guide us, adding together the various sources we encounter, seeking 

a spiritual advisor to help you clarify.  These are the important ways that God helps us to discern 

between the voice of Jesus, the voice of the deceiver, and our own voice.  But you cannot discern 

if you have nothing to wrestle with, and you will have nothing to wrestle with if you do not listen 

… this listening is the beginning step to a dialogue with Jesus, a dialogue in which He can show 

us the path to all the hopeful things we heard about today.


